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Race in South Dakota
2006 population estimate:   781,919
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American Indian population, 
South Dakota, 2000 census
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“How is your general health?” 
South Dakota BRFSS, 2005
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Death Rates, SD and neighbors
(Age-adjusted death rates 100,000 population, annual average 2001-2003)
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Death Rates South Dakota and USA
(Age-adjusted death rates 100,000 population, annual average 2001-2003)
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South Dakota American Indians had the 
highest death rate of any race/ethnic 
group in the USA.  Whereas SD Whites 
has the second lowest death rate
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Years of Potential Life Lost before age 75 
years, SD and neighbors

(Age-adjusted YPLL before age 75 years per 100,000 population)
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Years of Potential Life Lost before age 75 
years, South Dakota and USA 

(Age-adjusted YPLL before age 75 years per 100,000 population)

7,463
6,393

7,615 6,961
8,162

21,450

0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

12,000

14,000

16,000

18,000

20,000

22,000

All races White American Indian

South Dakota USA

CDC. 2003 State Health Profiles

South Dakota American Indians 
had the highest YPLL-75 of any 
race/ethnic group in the USA.  



Leading causes of death, South Dakota
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Leading causes of death, South Dakota 2003-2005
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SD, Cancer incidence by race, 
2001-2003
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SD, Cancer death rates by race, 
1999 -2003
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Oral health of third graders, 
South Dakota, 2007

83%

62%

28%

63%

3%

67%

84%

51%

70%

16%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

Dental visit
last year

Caries history Untreated
decay

Dental
sealants

Urgent
treatment

P
er

ce
nt

 o
f c

hi
ld

re
n

White (n=501)
American Indian (n=56)

SD-DOH. 2007. Snapshot of Oral Health in South Dakota, p 9



Sexually transmitted diseases by race, 
South Dakota
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Infant mortality disparity, 
South Dakota, 2000 - 2005, 

(Infant deaths per 1000 live births)
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Prenatal care: mortality rates, 
South Dakota 2000-2005

Source:  SDDOH, ODSVR
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Teenage mothers
Percent of births to mothers less than 18 years old.
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South Dakota current adult, birth 
mother and high school smokers
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Overweight school children by 
race, South Dakota, 2005 - 2006 school year
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Adult obesity and overweight by 
race, South Dakota, 2005 
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SD adult physical activity, diabetes 
and eating habits
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QUICK FACTS . . . Status of American Indian health in South Dakota

20% of South Dakota American Indians say their general health is fair or poor.
South Dakota American Indians have the highest Death Rate of any race group in the US.  

American Indian Death Rate is twice as high as whites in South Dakota. 

South Dakota American Indians have the highest Years of Potential Life Lost of any race group in the US.  

American Indian Years of Potential Life Lost is over three times higher than whites in South Dakota. 

American Indian adults are 2.2 times as likely as white adults to be diagnosed with diabetes in South Dakota. 

American Indians are 5 times as likely as whites to die from diabetes in 2005 in South Dakota. 

American Indian Years of Potential Life Lost due to diabetes is over 12 times as high as whites in South Dakota.

American Indian accidental death rate is over three times higher than the white rate in South Dakota.

American Indian cancer incidence is 1.1 times higher than the cancer incidence among whites in South Dakota. 

American Indian cancer death rate is 1.3 times higher than the white cancer death rate in South Dakota.

American Indian adults are 1.2 times as likely as White adults to be obese in South Dakota. 

American Indian children are 1.5 times as likely as White children to be overweight in South Dakota. 

American Indians are 1.6 times as likely as Whites to die of heart disease in South Dakota. 

American Indian adults are 2.4 times as likely as White adults to be current cigarette smokers in South Dakota. 

American Indian high-schoolers are 2.2 times as likely as White high-schoolers to be current cigarette smokers. 

American Indians are 2.3 times more likely to be living with HIV/AIDS whites in South Dakota. 

American Indians have a 19 times higher rate of gonorrhea compared to whites in South Dakota. 

American Indian have 2.4 times the infant mortality rate as whites in South Dakota. 

American Indian have 4.8 times the percent of teenage mothers as whites in South Dakota. 

American Indian children have 1.4 times the percent of dental caries as white children in South Dakota. 



Resources
• HHS Office of Minority Health www.omhrc.gov
• 2005 National Healthcare Disparities Report, HHS  

www.ahrq.gov/qual/nhdr05/nhdr05.pdf
• Aberdeen Area Indian Health Service 

www.ihs.gov/FacilitiesServices/AreaOffices/Aberdeen
• Aberdeen Area Tribal Chairmen’s Health Board 

www.aatchb.org
• SD Department of Health:  www.state.sd.us/doh
• Healthy South Dakota:  www.healthysd.gov

http://www.omhrc.gov/
http://www.ahrq.gov/qual/nhdr05/nhdr05.pdf
http://www.ihs.gov/FacilitiesServices/AreaOffices/Aberdeen
http://www.aatchb.org/
http://www.state.sd.us/doh
http://www.healthysd.gov/
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